PART | - PRELI M NARY
1 Short title
This Act may be cited as the Cvil Status Act 1981.
2 Interpretation
In this Act -

"aut hori sed person"” nmeans a person who has an
authority issued under section 26;

"birth" means the issuing forth of a child dead or
alive fromits nother after the 28th week of
pregnancy;

"Central Gvil Status Office" neans the G vi
Status Office set up in Port Louis and
desi gnated as such;

"certificate" in relation to a birth, death,
marriage or other matter recorded in a
regi ster, neans a copy of an extract of the
rel evant entry in the register;

"entry" means the entry nmade in a register of,
or relating to, a birth, death, marriage or
any other matter required to be recorded in a
register;

"marriage" neans a civil or religious marriage;

"Mnister" neans the Mnister to whomresponsibility
for civil status matters is assigned;

"MuslimFam |y Council"™ nmeans the Council established
under section 29;

"Office" nmeans a Civil Status Office;

"officer” means a Cvil Status Officer and includes
any person appoi nted under section 4;

"register" nmeans a register required to be kept under
section 5 for the purpose of recording any civil
status matter;

"Registrar of Gvil Status" neans the public officer
desi gnated as such by the M nister;



"unaut hori sed person" neans a person recogni sed by his
religion as having authority to celebrate marri ages
according to his religion and who for a marriage is
assisted in accordance with section 28.

(Amended 9/84; 2/87; 45/90)
PART |1 - GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

3 Regi strar of Gvil Status

(1) There shall be established at such places as the
Mnister thinks fit public offices to be known as Cvil Status
Of fices where births, deaths, marriages and other matters
concerning the civil status of persons shall be registered and
such offices shall be under the adm nistrative control of the
Regi strar of Gvil Status.

(2) The Registrar of Gvil Status shall be
responsi ble for the registration of all births, deaths and
marri ages and of every other matter relating to the civil status
of persons in Mauritius.

(3) The Registrar of Gvil Status shall-
(a) enforce this Act;

(b) keep such docunents and reports as the
M ni ster may require;

(c) report to the Attorney-General any
irregularity in, or omssion from
any register;

(d) submt to the Mnister, not later than
30 June in every year, a report on the
statistics of Mauritius relating to
civil status for the preceding year

(e) prepare such reports or returns as the
M ni ster may require;

(f) assi st, where required, in the taking of
any census;

(9) publi sh annually, in respect of entries
recorded in registers, a general index
arranged al phabetically to be kept at
every office;and

(h) perform such other duties appertaining
or incidental to civil status as the
M ni ster may require.



(4) For the purpose of enabling the Registrar of
Cvil Status to performhis duties under this Act every public
of ficer and every local authority shall, at the request of the
Regi strar of Gvil Status, furnish the Registrar of Civil Status
with such particulars relating to civil status as he may require.

(Amended 9/ 84)
4 Officers in islands other than Mauritius

(1) Wiere an officer in Rodrigues is, through
illness or any other cause, unable to performthe duties of his
of fice, any other public officer in Rodrigues may, on the witten
direction of the Resident Conm ssioner of Rodrigues, perform
t hose duti es.

(2) Where no officer has been appointed in an island
other than the islands of Mauritius and Rodrigues, or where an
of ficer has been so appointed but is unable, through illness or
any ot her cause, to performhis duties, the Mnister may direct
any person to performthose duties in that island.

(3) Subj ect to subsection (4), where a person is
appoi nted under subsection (2), he shall not be deened to be
a public officer by reason only of that appointnent.

(4) Every person appoi nted under subsection (2),
shal |l be deenmed to be a public officer for the purposes of the
Public Officers Protection Act 1957 and the Cri m nal Code Act.

5 Regi sters
(1) The Registrar of Gvil Status shall keep-
(a) at each office, a register in duplicate-
(i) for the registration of births
under section 12, to be known as
the Register of Births;

(ii) for the registration of civil
marriages under section 24, to be
known as the Register of Gvil
Marri ages;

(iii) for the registration of deaths
under section 38, to be known as
t he Regi ster of Deaths;
(b) at each office, a register-

(1) for the registration of



publ i cations of proposed civil
marri ages under section 21 (b);

(ii) for the registration of the cause
or probable cause of death of
persons under section 46;

(iii) for the registration of natural
children, where the child is not
acknow edged at the tinme of the
decl aration of birth, under
section 60;

(iv) for the registration of past
religious marriages under
section 74, to be known as the
Regi ster of Past Religious
Marri ages;

(c) at the Central Gvil Status Office, a register-

(i) for the registration of orders of
a court or of a Judge in Chanbers
transmtted to hi munder section 6
or any other enactnent;

(i1i) repealed;

(iii) for the recording of religious
marriages having civil effect
reported to himunder section
27 (2) and 28 (3) (d),to be
known as the Register of
Rel i gi ous Marri ages;

(iv) for the registration of
uni denti fi ed bodi es or remnmai ns
under section 45.

(2) Where registers are kept in duplicate-

(a) at any office, other than the Centra
Cvil Status Office, the officer in
charge of the office shall at the end
of each year forward to the Centra
Cvil Status Office one copy of each such
register to be kept as a permanent record;

(b) at the Central Gvil Status Office, the
officer in charge shall at the end of
each year forward to such place as the
Regi strar of Gvil Status may direct a
copy of each such register to be kept as



a permanent recor d.

(3) No regi ster kept under this section shall be
open for inspection except upon an order of a Judge in Chanbers
upon good cause shown for the inspection.

(4) Notwi thstandi ng subsection (3) but subject to
subsection (5), where the Registrar of Gvil Status
has assigned responsibility to an officer to make
searches on behalf of the public in general indices
kept under section 3(3)(g) at any office, no nmenber
of the public shall have access to any genera
i ndex kept at the office but may apply to, and
obtain fromthe responsible officer such
information as he requires fromthe genera
i ndi ces.

(5) Subj ect to such conditions as the Registrar of
Cvil Status may inpose, a nenber of the public may inspect a
general index kept at an office where no officer has been
assigned responsibility to make searches in general indices.

(Amended 9/84; 2/87)

6 Regi stration of judicial orders

(1) Where a court or a Judge in Chanbers nmakes an
order relating to civil status, the clerk of the Registry shal
not later than 7 days fromthe nmaking of the order, transmt to
the Registrar of Cvil Status a copy of the order for
regi stration.

(2) On recei pt of a copy of an order under
subsection (1), the Registrar of Gvil Status shall cause-

(a) the copy of the order to be registered in
the appropriate register;

(b) where the order anends an entry in any
other register, the effect of the
amendnent to be annotated in that entry.

(Amended 9/ 84)



7 Officers not to act in certain cases
No officer shall register-
(a) any matter relating to his own civil status;

(b) the birth, death, marriage or a declaration
relating to the civil status of-

(i) his ascendant;
(ii) his descendant;
(iii) his brother or sister;

(iv) a person adopted by himor by
whom he has been adopt ed.

8 Entries

(1) Every entry shall state the nanes, profession
and address of each person nentioned in the entry and the year,
nmonth and day the entry is received.

(2) No officer shall nmention or record in any entry
anyt hi ng beyond what parties are required to declare to him

(3) Except where the personal attendance of any
person before an officer is required under any enactnent for the
pur pose of making an entry, that person may be represented before
the officer by another person duly appointed as agent by
aut henti c deed.

(4) Any person other than a mnor may be a w tness
to an entry.

(5) (a) An officer shall, inmediately after
recording an entry, read out the contents
of the entry to the parties and to any
W t nesses.

(b) Where a party or a w tness does not
understand the English | anguage, the
of ficer shall explain the contents of
the entry to that person in a | anguage
whi ch the person understands.

(6) (a) The officer, the parties and the
wi t nesses shall sign the register.

(b) Were any of the parties or his



Wi tnesses is unable to sign, he may
affix his mark and the mark shal

for all intents and purposes have
the effect of a signature.

(7) Wiere the identity of a person can be
established, no entry shall be invalid on the ground that the
nanes of that person in that entry are untrue or incorrect or
that there is an error, discrepancy or variance in the
description of that person.

9 Copi es of entries and certificates

(1) Subject to the other provisions of this section,
any person nay-

(a) on paynment of the appropriate fee
specified in the Schedul e, obtain a
manuscri pt or photocopy of the entry
relating to-

(i) the declaration of his birth;

(ii) the declaration of the birth of
his spouse or of any of his
ascendants or descendants;

(iii) the registration of-
(A) his marriage;

(B) a previous nmarriage of his
spouse;

(© the marriage of any of his
ascendants or descendants; or

(iv) any declaration of death other
than the first manuscript or
phot ocopy of an entry relating
to such decl aration;

(b) on paynment of the appropriate fee
specified in the Schedul e obt ai n-

(i) an extract in such formas the
Regi strar of Gvil Status may
approve, of the entry relating
to the declaration of birth,
showi ng only the nanmes, sex and
date of birth as shown in the
entry;



(ii) an extract in such formas the
Regi strar of Gvil Status may
approve of the entry relating to
the registration of any marri age.

(2) No manuscript or photocopy of an entry shall be
del i vered except upon satisfactory proof of the identity of the
appl i cant.

(3) An application for a certificate may be nmade to
an officer of-

(a) the Central Gvil Status Office;or

(b) the office where the entry has been
regi stered.

(4) Where a marriage is cel ebrated under section 24
or 28, the officer shall deliver to the spouses, free of charge-

(a) forthwith, an attestation of the
cel ebration of the marriage; and

(b) on application made to himin that behalf,
a copy of the entry relating to the
registration of the marriage.

(5) Where a copy of an entry relating to a
decl aration of death is issued, the cause of death shall not be
st at ed.

(6) Subj ect to subsections (7) and (8), where-
(a) an entry has been anended under Part VI;

(b) the nane or status of a person has been
anended, as shown by a marginal note to
the entry relating to the declaration of
his birth or the registration of his

marriage every certificate purporting to be an extract of the
entry shall give the particulars of the entry, and, where the
entry has been anmended, the extract shall show the entry as
amended w t hout any indication that the entry has been anended or
of the state of the entry before the anendnent.
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(7) Subj ect to subsection (8), any person nay-

(a) on a witten application to the
Regi strar of Gvil Status;

(b) on production of an order of a Judge in
Chanbers on good cause shown that an
extract of an entry will not suffice for
the applicant's purpose;and

(c) on paynment of the fee specified in the
Schedul e,
obtain a copy of the entry.

(8) Were an entry has been cancelled or a marri age
di ssol ved-

(a) any copy of the entry so cancelled or of
the registration of the marriage so
di ssol ved shall reproduce the original
entry together with any annotation
required to be made under this Act;

(b) no extract of the entry shall be issued.

(9) Where a copy or an extract of an entry is
required by consular officers or for official purposes, the copy
may be delivered free of charge.

(Amended 9/84; 25/85; 25/90)

10 Evi dence

(1) Every certificate under the hand of the
Regi strar of Cvil Status or an officer shall be evidence, until
the contrary is proved, of the contents of the entry reproduced
in the certificate, even where the register containing the entry
has di sappeared or been | ost or destroyed.

(2) A birth, death or marriage may be proved by oral
or any witten evidence where-

(a) the registers have been |lost or are
non- exi st ent ; or

(b) where the | eaves of the registers on which
the entries relating to the birth, death
or marriage are alleged to have been made
are partially or entirely destroyed or
def aced;
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(c) the marriage was cel ebrated or the birth
or the death occurred in a country the
| aw of whi ch does not provide for civil
status registers or certificates.

(3) Not wi t hst andi ng subsection (1), where it is
found that the contents of a certificate are at variance with the
contents of the entry of which it purports to be a copy or
extract, the certificate shall be surrendered to the Registrar of
Gvil Status who shall issue, free of charge, to the person
surrendering the docunent, a true copy or extract of the entry,
as the case may be.

(Amended 9/84; 25/85; 8/97)
11  Validity of civil status docunents

(1) A civil status docunent drawn up in Mauritius
shall not be valid unless it is in accordance with this Act.

(2) A civil status docunent drawn up outside
Mauritius shall not be valid in Mauritius unl ess-

(a) it is in accordance with the | aw
relating to civil status matters of
the place where it is drawn up;

(b) the Registrar of Cvil Status or authority
to which it is presented is satisfied it
i S genui ne; or

(c) it is in accordance with any treaty to
which Mauritius is a party.

(Amended 9/ 84)
PART |11 - REQ STRATI ON OF Bl RTH
12 Declaration of birth

(1) Subj ect to subsections (2) and (3) and sections
15, 16 and 17, a declaration of birth shall be nade-

(a) before an officer of the district in
whi ch the birth took place or in which
the parents resided at the tinme of the
birth;

(b) wi thin 45 days of the birth,
and shall be registered in the appropriate register.



(2)

(3)

(a)

(b)

12

Subj ect to subsection (3), where a birth
has not been declared within 45 days, the
birth shall not be registered except upon
an order of a District Magistrate or of
the Registrar of Cvil Status.

The District Magistrate or Registrar of
Cvil Status may require such evidence as
he thi nks necessary to satisfy hinself of
the exact date of birth which is sought to
be registered.

Wiere the birth to be registered is that of a
person nore than 3 nonths ol d-

(a)

(b)

no order under subsection (2)(a) may be
made by the Registrar of Cvil Status;

no order shall be nade by the District
Magi strate, except-

(i) on the conclusions of the
m ni stere public;and

(ii) save where the declaration is
made under section 14(3), on
paynment of such fee not exceeding
500 rupees as may be determ ned by
the Magistrate

(Amended 9/84; 7/92; 30/94)

13

shal |

Contents of entry

(1)

recor d-

In the entry registering a birth, the officer

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)

the date, tinme and place of the birth;
the sex and the nanes of the child,

t he names and address of the informant;
subj ect to subsection (2), the nanes,
prof essi on and address of each parent
and of each w tness;

any other particulars the officer may
require.
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(2) The nanme of a parent of a child shall be
mentioned in an entry only-

a ere the parent is nmarried to the other
(a) wh h [ i ed h h
parent of the child,

(b) where that parent is not married to the
ot her parent of the child but-

(i) appears before the officer and
signs the entry;or

(ii) has appointed an agent to appear
and sign on his behalf.

(3) Where an agent has signed an entry, the officer
shal |l keep the original or a copy of the power of attorney
aut hori sing the agent to sign and shall annotate the entry
accordi ngly.

(4) For the purposes of section 3(3)(f), the
Regi strar of Cvil Status shall in respect of any birth decl ared
to himascertain fromthe decl arant -

(a) the age of the nother;

(b) t he nunber of children born to the
not her ; and

(c) the duration of the marriage.

(Amended 9/ 84)
14 Responsi bility for declaration of birth

(1) The father or nother of the child shall declare
the birth of a child, or, where the child is born in a prison,
asyl um orphanage, or other institution or quarantine area or
station, the person in charge of that place shall declare the
birth.

(2) Every person in attendance upon the nother at
the time of, or wwthin 6 hours after, the birth of a child may
al so declare the birth.

(3) Where the birth of a child nore than 45 days old
has not been registered, the Permanent Secretary of the Mnistry
of Whnen's Rights, Child Devel opnent and Famly Wl fare may cause
the birth to be registered under section 12(2) or (3).

(Amended 30/ 94)
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15 Birth on Mauritian ship or aircraft

(1) Where a birth takes place on board any ship or
aircraft registered in Mauritius while the ship is at sea or the
aircraft is in the air, the master of the ship or aircraft shal
draw up and sign a nenorandum of the birth, and shall cause it to
be signed by the w tnesses.

(2) The nmenorandum shal | cont ai n-

(a) the nanes, the date of the birth and the
sex of the child,

(b) t he nanmes and address of his nother and
of his father, if known;

(c) the place fromwhich the nother has been
enbar ked; and

(d) such other information as the naster
consi deres necessary.

(3) On the arrival of the ship in any harbour of
Mauritius or the landing of the aircraft in Mauritius, the naster
shal | deliver the menorandumto the Director of Shipping or the
Director of Gvil Aviation as the case may be, for transm ssion
to the Registrar of Cvil Status who shall cause the birth to be
registered in a separate register.

(4) Any child whose birth is registered under this
section shall be deened to have been born in Muuritius.

(Amended 9/84; 28/86) [P1/91]

16 [ Repeal ed 45/ 92]
17 Fi ndi ng of newborn child

(1) Any person who finds a newborn child shal
within 24 hours of the finding give notice of the fact to the
nearest police station.

(2) (a) Upon a notification under subsection (1),
the police officer in charge of the police
station shall exam ne the child and take
possession of the clothing and any effects
found with the child.

(b) He shall draw up a report indicating-

(i) the nanes, profession and
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resi dence of the person who
found the child,

(ii) the place where the child was
exhibited to him

(iii) the sex and probabl e age of the
child;

(iv) the tinme and place where the child
was found;

(v) the nature of all clothing and
effects found with the chil d; and

(vi) any other particulars which in his
opi nion may assist in the
identification of the child.

(3) The report nade under subsection (2) shall be
signed by the police officer, the person who found the child and
any W tnesses.

(4) The police officer shall forthwith send the
report to the Permanent Secretary, Mnistry of Social Security
who shall take all necessary steps for the declaration of the
birth of the child and for his upbringing in an orphanage or
institution.

(5) The child shall bear the nanmes given to him by
t he Permanent Secretary, Mnistry of Social Security.

PART IV - MARRI AGE
SUB- PART A - CVIL MARRI AGE
18 Application of sub-Part

A civil marriage shall be governed by the Code
Napol eon and this sub-Part.

19 No marriage before publication

(1) Before a civil marriage nmay be cel ebrated, a
publication of the intended nmarriage shall be made in the office
of the district where the marriage is to take place.

(2) Subject to section 24A, the publication shal
al so be made in the office of the district in which each of the
parties has resided in Mauritius for 7 days i mediately preceding
t he day of publication. (Amended 39/ 88)
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| 9A. Marriage of non-citizen to a citizen

(1) Notw thstandi ng any other enactnent and subject to
subsection (3), no marriage shall take place between a non-
citizen and a citizen of Mauritius unless the parties conply with
the provisions of this section.

(2) No marriage under subsection (l) shall be
cel ebr at ed-

(a) Unless

(1) publication of the intended nmarriage is
made at the Central Cvil Status Ofice
and at the office of the district in
whi ch each of the parties to the
marriage has been residing for at |east
7 days imedi ately preceding the day of
publ i cati on;

(i) the non-citizen has resided in Muritius
for a continuous period of at least 7
days before the first day of the
publ i cati on;

(i) the non-citizen produces at the time of
maki ng an application for the
publication of the marriage-

(A) all certificates required for the
of ascertaining whet her he may
lawful |y get married;

(B) his passport;

(© subject to subsection (3), a
certificate or certificates issued
by the conpetent authorities of his
country of residence attesting that
he is of good character and is not
t he suspect in relation to any
pendi ng crim nal proceedings,

i nvestigation or process;



(b)

(c)

(d)
(3)
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(D an affidavit sworn before the
Mast er and Registrar of the Suprene
Court of Mauritius, as well as a
certificate fromhis country of
residence, attesting that he is in
gai nful enpl oynment or,
alternatively, has sufficient nmeans
to mai ntain hinself;

(E) nedical certificates attesting that
he is not suffering from any
i nfectious or contagi ous di sease or
he is not H V/ Al DS positive,

(F) such other information as may be
prescri bed;

before the expiry of a period 10 days
conmenci ng on the first day of the
publ i cati on;

on any private prem ses or at any place other
than at the Central CGvil Status Ofice; or

by any authorised or unauthorised person.

Wiere the non-citizen satisfied the

Regi strar of CGvil Status that he is unable
to conply with subsection (2) (a) (iii) (O
he may produce an affidavit-

(a) attesting to the matters specified in
t hat subsection

(b) sworn and duly authenticated in
accordance with the law of his country
of residence.

(Amended 22/95, 8/97)

20 Publ i cati on of

proposed civil marriage

(1) Where an application is made to an officer for
the publication of a proposed civil marriage, the officer shall-

(a)

(b)

require the applicant to produce the civil
status docunents which are necessary to
ascertai n whether the intending spouses
may |awfully be marri ed,

i nform the applicant that-
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(i) different matrinonial reginmes are
provi ded for under the Code
Napol eon and give the applicant a
printed explanatory note to that
ef fect; and

(ii) the intending spouses should
consi der under which matrinoni a
regine they wish to be nmarri ed;

(c) record in the colum provided for margina
entries in the notice of the publication
of the marriage that he has conplied with
par agraph (b).

(2) No civil status docunment required under
subsection (1)(a) shall be valid unless it has been issued within
3 months of the date of the application for publication of the
marri age.

(3) Were a person has been authorised to marry in
accordance with articles 145 to 147 or 154 of the Code Napol eon a
copy of the order authorising the marriage shall be produced to
the officer.

(4) Where a copy of an order is filed under
subsection (3),the officer making the publication of the marriage
shall mention that fact in the margin of the notice.

(5) Were any party cannot produce a civil status
docunent required under subsection (1)(a), he may instead produce
an affidavit in such formas the Registrar of Gvil Status may
approve.

(Amended 9/ 84)

21 Publ i cati on how nade
Publication of a civil marriage shall -

(a) be made by posting up in some conspi cuous
place in or about the office a notice
signed by the officer in such formas the
Regi strar of Civil Status may approve;

(b) be recorded by entering the notice in the
appropriate register.

(Amended 9/ 84)
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22 Objections to marri age

(1) Were, after publication of a proposed civil
marriage, any person has any ground to object to the cel ebration
of the marriage or is of opinion that any provision of this Act
or of any other enactnent relating to the marriage is likely to
be infringed, he may |l odge with the Registrar of Cvil Status a
notice of objection to the proposed marri age.

(2) Upon recei pt of a notice of objection under
subsection (1), the Registrar of Cvil Status shall enquire into
the matter and, after hearing the parties, nmake a deci sion
uphol ding or rejecting the objection, and informthe parties
accordi ngly.

(3) Any party aggrieved by a decision of the
Regi strar under subsection (2) may within a period not exceeding
30 days fromthe date on which he is inforned of the decision
apply to the Judge in Chanbers for an order to quash the
deci si on.

(4) Upon hearing an application under subsection (3)
t he Judge in Chanbers shall nake an order quashing or uphol ding
t he deci sion, or such order as he may deemfit.

(5) An order under subsection (4) shall be
transmtted to the Registrar of Cvil Status who shall cause it
to be entered in the appropriate register.

(6) where the proposed marriage may be celebrated in
virtue of an order transmtted to the Registrar of Gvil Status
under subsection (5), the Registrar of Cvil Status shall cause
the marriage to be cel ebrated-

(a) at such tinme as is convenient to the parties; and
(b) wthout the parties having to nmake a fresh
publication of their proposed marri age.
(Amended 22/ 95)

23 Time of civil marriage

(1) Subj ect to section 24A and section 24B, a civi
marriage shall not take place until after 10 days fromthe
publication of the marriage under section 19.
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(2) Wiere the marri age does not take place within 3
nont hs fromthe publication, a new publication shall be made
before the marriage is cel ebrated. (Anended 39/ 88; 25/90)

24 Proceedi ng at cel ebration

(1) A marriage may take place on the date sel ected
by the parties in the office or in any private prem ses.

(2) The Officer shall-

(a) read al oud the names and ot her particulars
relating to the parties;

(b) enquire fromthe parties the matrinonia
regi me under which they wish to be married
and whet her any marriage settlenent has
been made between themand if so,
the nane of the notary with whomit is
deposi t ed;

(c) read articles 212, 213 and 215 of the Code
Napol eon to the parties;

(d) obtain the consent of each party to the
marri age;

(e) decl are the parties marri ed,

(f) draw up in the appropriate register the
entry relating to the marriage;

(9) record in the entry the answer of the
parties to the question asked in
par agraph (b).

24A  Marriage of non-citizens

(1) Not wi t hst andi ng sections 19(2), 21 and 23 of
this Act, an officer may, where the intending spouses are not
citizens of Mauritius,and do not reside in Mauritius cel ebrate
their civil marriage on the day i mediately follow ng the day of
publ i cati on.

(2) The tenporary presence in Mauritius of the
i ntendi ng spouses specified in subsection (1) shall not be deened
to constitute residence for the purposes of that subsection.

(3) A certificate issued under the authority of the
Prime Mnister shall be sufficient proof, for the purposes of
subsection (1), that the intending spouses are not citizens of
and do not reside in Mauritius.
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(Added 39/ 88)

24B  Marriage within the prison conpound

(1) Not wi t hst andi ng section 24(1), the marriage of a
person serving a termof inprisonment may be cel ebrated, within
t he prison conmpound where he is detained, not |ess than 28 days
after the publication of the marriage under section 19 as the
officer in charge of the prison may approve.

(2) No marriage shall be cel ebrated pursuant to
subsection (1) except on such terns and conditions as may be
approved on the ground of security.

(Added 25/90)
SUB- PART B - RELI G OQUS MARRI AGE HAVI NG EFFECT AS Cl VI L MARRI AGE
25 Application of sub-Part

Areligious marriage with civil effect shall be
governed by the Code Napol eon and this sub-Part.

26 Authority to celebrate religious marriage with civil effect

(1) Subj ect to subsection (2), where the Registrar
of Gvil Status is satisfied that an applicant has the requisite
know edge and understandi ng of the Code Napoleon and this Act in
regard to marriage to be able to celebrate a religious nmarriage
having civil effect, he shall-

(a) issue a witten authority to the applicant
to celebrate religious marriages; and

(b) give witten notice in the Gazette of the
I ssue of the authority.

(2) (a) Where a person applies for authority to
celebrate Muslimreligious marriages, the
Regi strar shall forward a copy of the
appi cation to the Muslim Fam |y Council.

(b) Upon recei pt of a copy of an application
under paragraph (a), the MuslimFamly
Counci | shall convene the applicant
and ascertain whether he has the
know edge required by subsection (1) and
make a recommendation to the Regi strar
accordi ngly.
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(c) Where the MuslimFam |y Council is not
statisfied that the applicant has the
requisite know edge it may assist himin
acquiring such know edge and inform
t he Regi strar accordingly.

(3) An aut hori sed person may cel ebrate a religious
marri age which shall have the effect of a civil marriage.

(4) The Regi strar may cancel an authority issued
under subsection (1), and where he does so, he shall require the
return of the autority issued by him

(5) The Registrar-

(a) may, before cancelling an authority under
subsection (4), consult the MuslimFamly
Counci |l where the holder of the authority
is a Muslim

(b) shall give notice in the Gazette of the
cancel l ation of any authority.

(Amended 45/ 90)
27 Marri age by authorised person

(1) Any aut hori sed person shall ensure, in respect
of every marriage he celebrates, that the requirenments of the
Code Napol eon and of section 20(1)(a) and (b) are conplied wth.

(2) Any aut hori sed person shall imediately on
conpleting a marriage cerenony enter in a register provided by
the Registrar of Cvil Status the particulars of the marriage he
has cel ebrated and shall wthin 7 days of the celebration of the
marriage transmt a copy of the particulars of the marriage to
the Registrar of Gvil Status for registration in the appropriate
register.

(3) Every register issued to an authorised person
shal |l be closed at the end of each year and forwarded to the
Registrar of Cvil Status before the end of January of the
ensui ng year with a nmenorandum drawn up, dated and signed by the
aut hori sed person in which the nunber of marriages entered in the
regi ster shall be recorded.

(4) The Registrar of Cvil Status may at any tine
call for, examne, inspect or verify the register issued to an
aut hori sed person.

(Amended 9/ 84)
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28 Marri age by unaut hori sed person

(1) Where any person wi shes to be nmarried
religiously wwth civil effect by an unauthorised person he or the
unaut hori sed person who will celebrate the marriage cerenony
shall, not less than |0 days before the date of the proposed
marriage, informthe Registrar of Gvil Status in witing of that
fact and of the tinme and place of the proposed nmarri age.

(2) On receipt of notification under subsection (1),
the Registrar of Civil Status shall designate an officer to
attend to the marriage cerenony and i nformthe person who gave
noti ce under subsection (1) of the designation of the officer.

(3) An of ficer designated under subsection (2)
shal | -

(a) ensure in respect of the marriage that
the requirenents of the Code Napol eon and
of section 20(1)(a) and (b) are conplied
Wt h;

(b) attend the place of celebration of the
marriage at least |5 mnutes before the
time appointed for the cerenony till the
end of the marriage cerenony;

(c) assist in the marriage cerenony either-

(i) actively if the unauthorised
person so requests; or

(ii) passively;and

(d) be responsible for the registration of
the marriage by nmaking an entry in the
appropriate registers in the sane nmanner
as for a civil marriage.
(4) The unaut hori sed person shall give the officer
every assistance to enable the officer to fulfil his duties under
subsection (3).

(Amended 9/ 84)
29 Establ i shment of the Muslim Fam |y Counci

(1) There shall be a Muslim Fam |y Council which
shal | consi st of-
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(a) a Chai rman who shall be a legally
qgual i fied person of not less than 5
years' standing;

(b) two persons who are conversant with
Muslim marriage and traditions;

(c) two persons who are officiating Miuslim
priests.

(2) (a) The Chairman and the ot her nenbers of the
Counci | shall be appointed by the Mnister
on such terns and conditions as he thinks
fit.

(b) The Chai rman and nenbers of the Counci
shall not be entitled to any fee or
remuner ation.

(Amended 45/ 90)

30 Duti es of the Counci
The Counci | -

(a) shal |l keep a register of all marriages
cel ebrated in accordance with nuslim
rites;

(b) shal |l keep a register of all provisiona
decrees of divorce comunicated to it
under section 31;

(c) may nmake rul es governing marriages
celebrated in accordance with nuslim
rites and the dissolution of such
marri ages.

(Added 45/90)
31  Communi cation of provisional decree to MuslimFam |y Counci

Where in the course of divorce proceedings the parties
decl are that they were married by a nuslimpriest under sub-Part
B and the Supreme Court grants a provisional decree of divorce,
the Registrar of the Court shall informthe MislimFam |y Counci
accordingly and the Council shall take such action as it nmay deem
appropri ate.

(Added 45/ 90)
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32 (Repeal ed 2/ 87)
SUB- PART C - GENERAL

33 Cel ebration of religious marriage

Except in the case of a marriage celebrated in
accordance with nmuslimrites, no religious marriage shall be
cel ebrated unl ess-

(a) the parties to the religious nmarriage
are already civilly married to each
ot her; or

(b) the celebrant is the holder of an
authority issued under section 26; or

(c) the celebrant is actively or passively
assisted at the religious cerenony by
an officer in accordance with section 28.

(Amended 2/87; 45/90)

34 Publication of marriage cel ebrated abroad

Where a person intends to be married outside Mauritius
and, under the law of that place, it is necessary that the
publication of the marriage be nmade in Mauritius, the publication
shal |l be made at the Central Cvil Status Office in the sane
manner as if the marriage were to be celebrated in Port Louis.

35 Fees for marriages

(1) No fee shall be charged for the publication of a
civil marriage or celebration of a civil marriage at any office.

(2) The parties to any nmarriage shall be entitled to
receive a free copy of their marriage certificate.

36 Annotation of marriage in register
(1) Wer e-
(a) the Registrar of Cvil Status receives

any particulars of a religious nmarriage
under section 27(2);or
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(b) an officer celebrates a civil marriage
under section 24, or assists in the
celebration of a religious marriage having
civil effect under section 28,

the Registrar of Cvil Status or the officer shall, not later
than 7 days after receiving the particulars or celebrating the
marriage, as the case may be, forward to the Central Cvil Status
Office and to any other office where the register containing the
entry relating to the declaration of birth of each of the spouses
is kept as a permanent record, a statenent of the particulars of
the marriage for the purpose of annotating the relevant entries.

(2) The particulars in a statenent under subsection
(1) shall include-
(a) t he nanes of the spouses;

(b) the office at which the birth of each of
t he spouses was registered and the
regi ster and folio nunber of the
decl aration of birth;

(c) the office at which the register
containing the marriage entry is kept
as a permanent record; and

(d) the register and folio nunber, and date
of the entry relating to the marri age.

(Amended 9/ 84)
PART V - DEATH
37 Internment, cremation or i mersion at sea

(1) Not wi t hst andi ng sections 161 and 168 of the
Public Health Act but subject to subsections (2) and (3) and to
any ot her enactnent, the body of any dead person may be di sposed
of by internment, cremation or inmersion at sea.

(2) No internent, cremation or inmmersion at sea of
t he body of any dead person shall take place-

(a) wi thout a permt froman officer in such
formas the Registrar of Gvil Status may
approve;
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(b)

(c)
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except where the Permanent Secretary,

M nistry of Health or any person

aut hori sed by hi motherw se consents

in witing, before the expiry of 24 hours
after the death of the person;

in the case of an i mersion at sea,

except in accordance with such conditions
as the Mnister, or any person authorised
by him thinks fit to inpose.

38 Regi stration of death

(1)

(a)

(b)

Two persons who have been-
(i) present at the death;

(ii) in attendance during the |ast
i Il ness; or

one person and the occupier of the house
or prem ses where the death took place,

shall within 24 hours of the death attend personally at the
office of the district where the death took place or where the
deceased | ast resided to declare such death and produce a nedi cal
certificate of the cause of death.

(2)

(Amended 7/92)

39 Cont ents of

(1)

They shal | -

(a) furnish to the officer such particulars
as the officer may require;and

(b) sign the relevant entry in the appropriate
register in presence of the officer.

entry

The entry in the regi ster under section 38 shal
ment i on-

(a)

(b)

(c)

t he nanes, age, sex, residence and
prof essi on of the deceased;

t he nanmes of the spouse of the deceased
if he was or had been marri ed,

the cause of death;
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(d) the nanmes of the w tnesses;

(e) t he names of the parents of the deceased;
and

(f) the place of birth of the deceased.

(2) Where any of the particulars specified in
subsection (1) are not known to the declarant, that fact shall be
recor ded.

40 Regi stration in special circunstances

(1) Where a death results froma cause specified in
section 110 of the District and Internediate Courts (Crim nal
Jurisdiction) Act, the Superintendent of Police of the district
where the death occurred shall cause it to be registered.

(2) (a) Wiere a death is declared by private
parties and the circunstances reported to
the officer who receives the declaration
rai se a suspicion that the death nmay not
have been natural, the officer shal
report the matter to the nearest police
station.

(b) Were the Police sees no grounds for
inquiry, they shall notify the officer
who shall then register the death on the
decl aration of the parties.

(3) Where a death is declared to be the result of an
accident, and there exists, in the opinion of the officer, no
ci rcunstances which raise a suspicion that an of fence may have
been comm tted, notw thstanding that there has been a | apse of
several days between the tinme of the accident and the tine of
death, the officer may register the death on the decl arati on of
the parties.

41 Death in institutions and simlar places

(1) Wiere a death occurs in a prison, police
station, institution, orphanage or asylum quarantine area or
station or simlar place, the person in charge of that place
shal | cause the death to be registered within 24 hours.

(2) Every person in charge of any such place shal
keep a register in a formto be determ ned by the Registrar of
Cvil Status in which each death shall be recorded.

(Amended 9/ 84)
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42 Certificate of cause of death

(1)

charge to every nedi ca

An officer shall on request furnish w thout

practitioner within his district printed

fornse of certificates of cause of death in such formas the

Regi strar of G vil

(2)

and the nedica
di spensary shal

of the cause of death.

(3)

Status may approve.

Every person, who under this Act, is bound to
give notice of the occurrence of any death shall -

(a)

(b)

in the case of the death of any person who
has been attended during his last illness
by a nedical practitioner, apply to the
medi cal practitioner for a certiticate of
t he cause of death;

in the case of the death of any person who
was not attended during the last illness
by a nedical practitioner, but who was
under treatnment at a Governnent

di spensary, apply to the officer in charge
of the dispensary for a certificate of the
cause of death,

practitioner or the officer in charge of the
sign and deliver to the applicant a certificate

(a)

(b)

In any case not covered by subsection (2),
any one of the persons required to give
notice of the occurrence of any death
shal | cause the dead body to be exam ned
by a nedical practitioner who shall, after
exam nation, duly sign and deliver a
certificate of the cause of death.

Where the persons are too poor to defray
t he expenses of the exam nation-

(i) they shall nake a witten
statenent to that effect before
an officer in such formas the
Regi strar of CGvil Status may
approve;
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(ii) the officer shall issue thema
witten authority to apply to a
Gover nnment Medical Officer for the
exam nation of the dead body and
the delivery of a certificate of
t he cause of death, and the
Gover nnment Medi cal Officer shall
on application, exam ne the body
and deliver the certificate
required.

(Amended 9/ 84)
43 Death in quarantine stations

(1) Where no officer has been appointed for a
guarantine station,the person in charge of the station shall keep
aregister, in aformto be determned by the Registrar of Cvi
Status, in which he shall record the particulars of every person
who dies in the station

(2) Not wi t hst andi ng section 37, where a death in a
quarantine station has been recorded under subsection (1), the

body may be di sposed of wi thout a permt having been issued by an
of ficer.

(3) (a) Were a death has been recorded under
subsection (1), the person in charge
of the quarantine station shall, not later
than 8 days after the quarantine station
ceases to be a quarantine station,
forward the register kept by himto the
Regi strar of Gvil Status who shall cause
an entry to be made in the appropriate
regi ster kept at the Central Gvil Status
Office in respect of every death recorded
under subsection (1).

(b) Every entry in the appropriate register
made under paragraph (a)-

(i) shall contain a margi nal note of
the circunstances in which it is
made; and

(ii) where the particulars of the
deceased person required under
section 38 are not conplete, my
be conpl eted by information
supplied by 2 persons who
have known the deceased.
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(c) Where an entry is conpl eted under
paragraph (b)(ii), this Act shall have
effect, in respect of any particulars
supplied by a person who has known the
deceased, as if that person was a
decl arant under section 38.

(4) After all the deaths recorded in a register
specified in subsection (1) have been entered in the appropriate
regi ster under subsection (3), the register shall be forwarded to
t he Permanent Secretary, Mnistry of Health, to be kept as a
per manent record.

(Amended 9/ 84)
44 Death on board Mauritian ship or aircraft

(1) Wiere a death occurs on board any ship or
aircraft registered in Mauritius, during any voyage, the master
of the ship or aircraft shall draw up and sign a decl aration of
t he death and have the declaration attested by 2 w tnesses.

(2) The decl aration shall contain the nanes, age,
sex and profession of the deceased, the place at which he has
enbar ked and the cause of death.

(3) On the arrival of the ship in any harbour of
Mauritius or the landing of the aircraft, the nmaster shal
deliver the declaration to the Director of Shipping or the
Director of Gvil Aviation, as the case may be, for transm ssion
to the Registrar of Cvil Status who shall cause the death to be
registered in a separate register

(Anmended 28/86) [P1/91]
45 Uni denti fi ed dead bodi es and human remai ns

(1) Were any dead body or human renmains have been
di scovered and cannot be identified, the Conmm ssioner of Police
or any Superintendent of Police authorised by himshall cause the
dead body or the human remains to be inspected by a nedical
practitioner, and shall forward the report of the nedical
practitioner to the Registrar of Cvil Status.

(2) (a) The report shall contain a description
of the place where the body or remains
may have been found.
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(b) It shall nmention what clothing or other
effects have been found near or upon the
body or remains, describe the conformation
state and condition of the body, the
conformation, length and density of the
bones found and the | esions which may
exi st upon the body or remains.

(c) The sex, the probable date of death of the
per son whose body or remains have been
di scovered, and every detail which may
afterwards be useful for the
I dentification of the body or human
remai ns shall al so be nentioned.

(3) (a) The report shall be signed and dated by
the nedical practitioner who has drawn
it, countersigned by a police officer not
bel ow the rank of Inspector.

(b) It shall be kept by the Registrar of
Cvil Status at the Central Cvil Status
Office, and shall be entered verbatim
in the appropriate register.

(Amended 9/ 84)
46 Regi stration of causes of death

The cause or probabl e cause of death of any person
shall be entered in the appropriate register and each entry shal
bear a nunber corresponding with the nunber of the entry in the
appropriate register in which the death has been registered.

47 Regi stration after disposal of body

(1) Where at the tine of the disposal of the body of
a dead person, his death has not been registered at an office, no
of ficer shall register the death except upon an order of a
Magi strate authorising the registration of death.

(2) No order under subsection (1) shall be nade
except upon the favourable conclusions of the mnistere public.

(3) Were the death of a dead person is registered
under subsection (1), the order authorising the registration
shal | be annot ated agai nst the entry.
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48 Deat h outside Mauritius

Where a person has di ed outside Mauritius and the body
is brought to Mauritius for disposal, an officer may, on
production to himof a certificate froma Health Inspector that
there is no objection to the disposal, issue a permt authorising
t he di sposal .

PART VI - AMENDMENT OF ENTRI ES
49 Multiple entries of birth

Were the birth of any person is registered nore than
once, the Registrar of Gvil Status shall cause all the entries
but one to be cancell ed.

(Amended 9/ 84)
50 Anmendnent of entries

(1) In this Part, "anmendnent" includes rectification
or cancell ation.

(2) An officer or an interested party may make
witten application to the Magistrate of the district in which
any entry has been registered for an order authorising the
Regi strar of Gvil Status to amend an entry.

(3) Upon recei pt of an application under subsection
(2), the Magistrate shall refer the application to the mnistere
public for its conclusions and upon receipt of those conditions
shall grant or refuse the application

(4) Any person who is dissatisfied with the decision
of a Magistrate may, not later than 6 weeks fromthe date of the
deci sion, nove the Suprene Court for a reconsideration of the
appl i cati on.

(5) Not wi t hst andi ng subsection (4), the mnistere
public may refer any application to the Suprenme Court for
det erm nati on.

(6) Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her enactnent, no fee
shal | be payable in respect of an application nade under this
section.

(Amended 9/ 84)
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(1) The Attorney-General may dispute the validity of
an entry or require its anendnent.

(2) Every proceedi ng by or on behal f of the
Attorney-CGeneral shall be by notion to the Suprenme Court calling
upon the parties interested to show cause agai nst the notion.

52  Amendnent to be annotated in margin

The order or judgnent authorising the anmendnent of an
entry shall be recorded verbatimin the appropriate register and
a summary of the anmendnent, shall be made in the margin of the
entry in every register in which the entry has been registered.

53 Conmpl etion of inconplete entries

(1) Wiere it is discovered that any entry which is
required to be made has not been nmade, filled up, signed or
ot herwi se conpleted in any register by the officer having charge
of the register, a Judge in Chanbers may upon the application of
the Attorney-General authorise, by an order in witing, the
Regi strar of Cvil Status to make, fill up, sign or otherw se
conpl ete the entry.

(2) Any order under subsection (1) shall be entered
in the appropriate register and any entry made, filled up, signed
or otherw se conpleted in accordance with the order, shall be as
valid as if the entry has been correctly made at the tine it
shoul d have been nade.

(Amended 9/ 84)
54  Amendnent of entries by court after tria

(1) Wthout prejudice to the other provisions of
this Part, where during the trial of any action or proceeding
whether civil or crimnal, it appears to a court that any entry
in a register should be anmended, the court after reference to the
m ni stere public, may make an order directing the Registrar of
Gvil Status to anmend the entry.

(2) An order under subsection (1) shall not issue
before the judgnment in the action or proceedi ng has becone final.

(3) The mnistere public or any aggrieved party nmay,
where an order has been made under subsection (1), by way of
nmotion, within 15 days of the order, appeal to the Suprene Court.
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(4) An order under subsection (1) shall be
registered in the appropriate register.

(Amended 9/ 84)
PART VI 1 - CHANGE OF NAME
55 Application for change of nane

Any Mauritian citizen may petition the Attorney-
CGeneral for |eave to make any change to his nanes.

56 Noti ce of application in Gazette

(1) The applicant shall give notice of his
application in the Gazette and in 2 daily newspapers, one of
which at | east shall be approved by the Attorney-Ceneral.

(2) The notice shall be published at |east 3 tines
in the Gazette and in each of the newspapers.

(3) At any time within 4 nonths fromthe | ast
publication under subsection (2), any interested person may
oppose the application by filing at the Attorney-CGeneral's Office
an objection in witing, specifying his grounds of objection.

57 At t orney- General may aut horise change
Wer e-

(a) wi thin the period specified under section
56 (3), no objection is nmade to the
application, or if any objection is nade
but is rejected by the Attorney-Ceneral;
and

(b) the Attorney-General is satisfied that
there are good and sufficient grounds in
support of the application,

the Attorney-General may grant the application and authorise the
change.

58 Regi stration of change of nane

(1) Where the Attorney-General is satisfied that the
appropriate fee specified in the Schedul e has been paid or has
been rem tted under section 62, as the case may be, he shal
cause to be gazetted his decision authorising any change of nane.
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(2) The nanme aut horised to be borne by the applicant
shal |l be deenmed his name, fam |y nanme and that of his wife and
m nor children and of any other person by law entitled to bear
t he nanme of the applicant.

(3) This Act shall not affect the right of any
person to assunme and bear any surnane or famly nanme which he may
be entitled to assune and bear under any other enactnent.

59 Regi strar of Gvil Status to rectify entries

Where a notice authorising a change of nane has been
publ i shed under section 58(1), the Registrar of Gvil Status
shall inscribe in the margin of the entry of birth of the
applicant in the appropriate register and of any other entry
concerning the application in any other register, the change
aut hori sed by the notice.

(Amended 9/ 84)
PART VII1I1 - M SCELLANEQUS
60  Acknow edgnent of natural child
(1) Any deed containing the acknow edgnent of a
natural child shall be entered in full in the appropriate
register.
(2) A mention of the acknow edgnent with the date of

t he deed shall be entered in the margin of the entry of birth of
the child in every register in which the birth is entered.

61 Cost s

The mnistere public or the Governnment shall not incur
any costs nor be liable to any damages with respect to civil
status matters.
62 Fees

(1) The fees specified in the Schedul e shall be
| evied by neans of stanps.

(2) The M nister may, by regul ations, anend the
Schedul e and provide for the levy of fees other than those
specified in section 9.
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(3) The Mnister may remt the fee payable for any
change of name where he is satisfied that the
person who applies for the change of nane is unable
to pay the fee.

(Amended 36/ 94)

63 Specific offences by officers

(1) Any of ficer who-

(a)
(b)

(c)

(d)

makes any entry on a | oose sheet;

receives, draws up or registers any
entry, extract or certificate otherw se
than in strict conformty with this Act;

| oses or damages or causes or permts
to be lost or damaged any register or
part of a register or any docunent in
hi s custody connected with civil status;or

cel ebrates a marri age when the publication
prescri bed has not been nade,

shall commt an offence.

(2) Sections 106 and 107 of the Crimnal Code shal
be applicable to any of ficer who-

(a)

(b)

conmts a forgery in any entry in a
register or in any copy of the entry in
one or nore of the nodes referred to in
section 106 of the Crininal Code; or

in making any entry in any register or in
any copy of the entry, fraudulently alters
the substance or particulars thereof in
one or nore of the nodes referred to in
section 107 of the Crimnal Code.

64 Of fences by aut hori sed persons

Any aut hori sed person who nmakes an entry on a | oose
sheet or registers a marriage otherwi se than in conformty with
this Act shall commt an offence and shall, on conviction, be
liable to a fine not exceeding 2,000 rupees and to inprisonnent
for a termnot exceeding 2 years.
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65 Destruction or damage

Every officer or other person who wilfully destroys or
damages or permts or causes to be destroyed or damaged any
regi ster or any docunent relating to civil status shall commt an
of f ence.

66 Counterfeiting and altering docunents
Any person not being an officer who-

(a) fal sely makes or counterfeits or causes
to be made or counterfeited any entry, or
copy of an entry, certificate or extract
or any other docunent relating to civil
st at us;

(b) fraudulently counterfeits or alters any
signature, date or witing in any
docunent specified in paragraph (a);

(c) fraudulently inserts in, or adds to, any
docunents specified in paragraph (a) any
word, letter, figure or sign which did not
exi st in the docunent at the tine it was
signed by an officer;

(d) fraudul ently erases or alters in any
docunent specified in paragraph (a) any
word, letter, figure or sign;or

(e) knowi ngly makes use of any docunent
specified in paragraph (a) which has
been counterfeited, altered or added to
as nentioned above,

shall commt an of fence.

67 Failure to transmt acknow edgnent

Any notary or other public officer authorised by |aw
to draw up a deed of acknow edgnent, shall within 7 days of
drawi ng up of the deed transmt a copy of the deed to the
Registrar of Cvil Status and if he fails to do so he shal
commt an offence and shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine
not exceedi ng 2, 000 rupees.

(Amended 9/ 84)
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68 Fal se statenents or decl arations
Any person who-

(a) on being exam ned or in any affidavit,
makes a statement, which he knows to
be fal se

(b) makes, signs or marks before an officer a
decl arati on which he knows to be fal se;

(c) makes, signs, or marks before an officer
a decl aration containing a statenent which
he knows to be fal se;or

(d) on giving any notice under this Act or any
regul ati on under this Act, nakes a
statenent which he knows to be false,
shall commt an of fence.

69 Of fences in respect of children

(1) Any person who carries away, conceals or
suppresses a newborn infant, or substitutes any child for
another, or falsely attributes a child to a wonan who has not
delivered the child, shall commt an offence.

(2) Where any person having the care of a child,
with intent to prejudice or conceal the status of the child, does
not produce the child to anyone lawfully entitled to claimit, he
shall commt an of fence.

70 Conceal nent of birth

(1) Every person who, by any secret disposition of
t he dead body of a child, whether the child died before, at, or
after its birth, endeavours to conceal the birth of the child,
shall commt an offence.

(2) Where any person charged before a Judge and jury
for infanticide is acquitted and the jury finds that the child
has recently been born and that the person charged did, by any
secret disposition of the dead body of the child, endeavour to
conceal the birth of the child, the court may convict the person
charged and pass sentence on himas if he had been convicted upon
an information for the conceal ment of the birth in breach of
subsection (1).



(3) The father or nother of a legitimate child who
fails within 3 nonths of the birth of the child to declare the
birth shall commit an offence and shall, on conviction, be liable
to a fine not exceeding 500 rupees.

(4) The nother of a natural or illegitimate child
who fails within 3 nonths of the birth of the child to declare
the birth of the child shall comrmit an of fence and shall, on

conviction, be liable to a fine not exceeding 500 rupees.

(5) Where any person who finds a newborn child
negl ects to nake the declarations and fulfil the formalities
required of himby section |7, he shall commt an offence and
shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine not exceedi ng 500
rupees and to inprisonnent for a termnot exceeding 6 nonths.

(6) No proceedi ngs shall be instituted under
subsection (3) or (4) where the birth of a child has been
regi stered under section |2(3).

71 Di sposal of dead body

Any person who buries or otherw se di sposes of any
human body-

(a) wi t hout havi ng previously obtained a
permt froman officer

(b) before the required period; or
(c) i n any unaut hori sed burial ground,

shall commt an offence and shall, on conviction, be liable to a
fine not exceeding 500 rupees or to inprisonnment for a term not
exceedi ng 6 nonths.

72 Conceal nent of dead body

(1) Any person who conceal s, privately buries or
di sposes of the body of a person killed, or who has died fromthe
effects of any bl ow or wound shall commt an offence and shall,
on conviction, be liable to a fine not exceeding 2,000 rupees or
to inprisonnent for a termnot exceeding 2 years.

(2) Any person who at the tinme of making a
decl aration of death, knowingly fails to disclose that a death
has occurred by violence or in suspicious circunstances shal
commt an offence and shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine
not exceedi ng 500 rupees or to inprisonment for a term not
exceedi ng 6 nont hs.
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73 Penal ti es

Any person who contravenes this Act shall commt an
of fence and shall, on conviction, be |iable, where no other
penalty is provided, to a fine not exceeding 2,000 rupees and to
penal servitude for a termnot exceeding 3 years.

74 Past religious marriages

(1) Parties to a religious nmarri age cel ebrated
before the commencenent of this Act who wish that their marriage
be registered, whether the marriage took place in Mauritius or
abroad, shall make a joint declaration to an officer at the
Central Cvil Status Office and the officer shall thereupon
register the religious marriage in the appropriate register.

(2) Wiere one of the parties refuses or is unable to
make the declaration referred to in subsection (1) or is dead,
the other party may, on proof of the marriage, make the
decl arati on.

(3) Proof of the marriage under subsection (2) shal
be either by affidavit or by a certificate fromthe person who
celebrated the religious marriage.

(4) Where the declaration is nade by one party to
the religious marriage under subsection (2), the officer shall-

(a) serve a notice by registered post on the
other party at the address of the other
party, if known;and

(b) cause a copy of the declaration to be
posted in a conspicuous place in the
Central Cvil Status Office.

(5) The other party to the religious nmarriage nay,
within |5 days of receipt of the notice under subsection (4)(a),
or the posting up of the copy of the declaration under subsection
(4)(b), object to the declaration by |odging a notice of
objection with the officer.

(6) (a) Subj ect to paragraph (b), where a
decl aration is made under subsection (2),
the Registrar of Cvil Status shal
forward the declaration through a State
Attorney to a Judge in Chanbers for
adj udi cat i on.

(b) Where a notice of objection is |odged
with the Registrar of Cvil Status under



42

subsection (5), paragraph (a) shall not
apply, but the Registrar of Cvil Status
shall informthe party nmaking the

decl aration of the objection, and either
party may apply to a Judge in Chanbers
for adjudication.

(7) The Judge in Chanbers after hearing the parties
shal |, as soon as convenient, adjudicate on the declaration and
make an order authorising the registration of the declaration or
uphol di ng the objection, if any.

(8) The Cerk of the Registry of the Suprenme Court
shall within 8 days of the making of the order transmt a copy of
the order to the Registrar of Cvil Status who shall forthwith
cause it to be registered in the appropriate register.

(9) Wiere the order authorises the registration of
the religious marriage, the Registrar of Gvil Status shall cause
the declaration of the marriage to be registered in the
appropri ate register

(10) Not wi t hst andi ng the other provisions of this
section, no religious marriage shall be registered in the
regi ster of Past Religious Marriages if any of the parties was
already civilly married and the civil marriage had not been
di ssolved at the tinme of the religious marriage.

(11) Where a religious marriage has been entered in
the appropriate register, the Registrar of Gvil Status shal
cause every entry concerning the parties to the religious
marriage in every register kept by himto be annot at ed.

(12) Where any religious nmarriage is registered in
the Register of Past Religious Marriages, articles 228-1 to 228-
10 of the Code Napol eon shall apply in relation to such marri age.

(Amended 9/84; 35/85; 48/91)
75 Regul ati ons

The M ni ster may nmake such regul ati ons as he thinks
fit for the purposes of this Act.

76 Repea
[ Spent ]

(Amended 9/84; R 1/83)

77 Conmencenent



This Act shall cone into operation on | January | 982.

SCHEDULE

(Sections 9 and 62)

FEES
1 For a manuscript or photocopy of an
entry in a register other than a
registration of a birth ........................ Rs 25. 00
2 For an extract of an entry .................. Rs 25. 00
3 For any change of name .......... ... ... ... ... ..... Rs500. 00

(Amended 17/91; 36/94)



Cl VIL STATUS REAQ STERS RECONSTI TUTI ON ACT 1969
Act 23 of 1969 - 24 June | 969
WHEREAS the G vil Status Office of Beau Bassin was destroyed by
fire on the 10 January, 1969;

AND WHEREAS all CGivil Status records kept at the said Office were
conpletely destroyed by the fire;

AND WHEREAS it is expedient to reconstitute and conplete civil

status registers for the period extending from| October 1957 to
9 January |969;

[ Not Reproduced]

ClVIL STATUS REG STERS RECONSTI TUTI ON ACT 1977
Act 20 of 1977 - 26 October 1977

To reconstitute the register of marriages of the Curepipe Cvil
Status Office for period extending froml| January 1977 to |8
February 1977.

[ Not reproduced]

ClVIL STATUS REG STERS RECONSTI TUTI ON ACT 1984
Act 7 of 1984 - 30 March | 984

To reconstitute the register of marriages of the Quatre Bornes
Gvil Status Office for the period extending froml| January to 25
June 1983

[ Not reproduced]






